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Message fromDer Hayr

Pastor's Message

FOR THOSE WHO LIVE ACCORDING TO THE
FLESH SET THEIR MINDS ON THE THINGS OF
THE FLESH, BUT THOSE WHO LIVE
ACCORDING TO THE SPIRIT SET THEIR
MINDS ON THE THINGS OF THE SPIRIT.
TO SET THE MIND ON THE FLESH IS DEATH,
BUT TO SET THE MIND ON THE SPIRIT IS LIFE
AND PEACE (Romans 8. %).

Dear faithful,

This chapter (chapter 8) in the letter addressed
community of Rome, is one of the most bles
encouraging and awesome chapters in the Bible f
person who is Ain Chric
chapter, is the word AS

We know as Christians how important and esse¢
this word is because it is the core of our Christian t
and the way of life, which is the life of the Spirit; to |
by the Spirit of God, which is a blessed and pow
reality.

The Apostle inthis chapter discusses the con
between the person dominated by the flesh an
person dominated by God the Holy Spirit. There are
realms in this life, the realm of flesh and the real
Spirit.

A life according to the flesh and its desireads to
sinful condition, which is inevitable, but the person-
lives according to the Spirit, and directs his or hel
according to the Spiritual commandments, can ¢
avoid the life of sin because when we live by the ¢
we are on the path plrity and salvation.

Dear faithful, everyone in this world is in a differ
state of spiritual life. If we categorized them we wi
see that there is a kind of spiritual life which rejects
and all Spiritual instruction, leaving the impressiort
a person is living a spiritual life while, in reality evil
sin surround that spirit making it a spirit of rebellion.

Moreover, there is the second state of Spiritual
the true and everlasting life, which is accomplishe
the Holy Spirit of ®&d, the Spirit of Salvation, peace
life.

When we have a faithful relationship with God
when we are obedient to His law,nteans we are livir
according to the SpititWhen our lives are under -
gui dance of Godds ¢ ommdhe
right pathway and have the Holy Spirit in us.

Nowadays the world needs people to live
spiritual life; the pure and clean life, because sin anc
are surrounding us always, ready to take us away fro
presence of our heaverfiather, and Savior Jesus Chris

We have to be aware and conscious about our sp
life. If we want to begin to experience the spiritual life.
have to pray, to seek Go
give us the strength and will to follow tpiritual life.

Spiritual life is very different from worldly life de
faithful. It is the kind of life, which keeps us close to ¢
and far away from those things, which are linked only
the flesh, and are meaningless in front of God.

Our bodyor flesh is blessed only when we have
Spirit of God in us. Otherwise, there is no meaning t
flesh and body. The Spirit of God is the beauty of our ¢
being; it is the nourishment of our body, which give
different aroma and meaning to oivels.

Therefore, let us engage the Spiritual life and try tc
accordingly. By our prayers and good deeds, let our
be blessed that we might inherit the kingdom of he:i
joining with the saints in the eternal life.

Prayerfully,
Rev. FatheKarekin Bedourian
Pastor
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Message from the Board of Trustees

Dear Parishioners,

Welcome summer! Although we have had ¢
of excitement in our church, it felt like a long wir
and spring to me.

On Palm Sunday, Der Hayr blessed the n
renovated stairways and foyer. This symbolizec
completion of stage one of phase three. We
quickly advancing our church renovation proj
now moving into the sanctuary. Your build
committee members will be reaching out to yo
the coming weeksfor your continued suppo
Please do your best to support the sanc
renovation of thechurch, whichgets underway
Juy.

Also, notable, in May was an enjoyable Sur
school andArmenian school graduation andhhtes
In this, the year of the Arm&m child, this evel
brought special meaning to our children and
people. We can be very proud of their individual
collective accomplishments. It is nice to see
children growing year over year. This year we
two students, Aghavni Bebirian dnlason Keshit
complete thix Sunday school journegnd preparin
for college.

Beginning with the May meeting, the new Bc
has organized the meeting agenda according 1
(4) four key focus areas: Spiritual Growth, Chi
Growth, Unite the Communitgnd finally Financie
Stability. Although these are the same key fi
areas we have had since 2005, we get
alignment and focus by keeping them in front o
This way it is clear that the discussion and dec
made are furthering our key focuseas an
ultimately the mission of our church. In the con
Board meeting we will identify a couple of plan
results in each area.

Also, beginning with this issue you will notice
thathatthe Newsletter is organized, prepared
and published by the Nelester committee under
Der Hayrés | eadership.

And finally, we recently completed two
very successful church events: Food fFdune 11
and the 2 AnnualFr. Fr. Vartan Cigar Night
June 16. While the summer months are quiet fol
us,t he Boatdnfibppbeamo
and developed a number of new events our
Churchcommunity. You will be hearing more abc
these events in the near future.

Remember, the continued success of our churc
communi ty depends l ar gt
involvement. That involvement begins with sir
coming to church each Sunday. Enjoy the summer!

Sincerely,
John D Kulungian
Chairman, Board of Trustees

St Gr egor y MiGdiom Statbniest

The mission of our Church is to above i
preach the lifeyiving Gospel of our Lord & Savior Jesu
Christ in accordance with the faith of the Armeni
Apostolic Orthodox Church. Following the comman
of our Lord the Church seeks to bring the faithful int
closer relationship with God through the celebratién
the Divine Liturgy and the Holy Sacraments and
become a faith centered community nurtured in
virtues of Christian love, charity, and mercy for glory
God and the Holy Mother Church.
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Scenes from the Sunday Armenian School Graduation!
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Church Chatter

Congratulations to all tl
recent graduates and best wit
as they move on to the n
exciting stage of life!

Graduating from Hig
School this year were Aghav
Bebirian, Lucy Frounjian at
Jason Keshian. Aghavny will
attending Massachusetts Coll
of Pharmacy in September :
Jason will be attending Bent
College. We wish them
success!

Congratulations to Jol
Mahlebjian and Aghavr
Bebirian, recipients of the fii
and second place awards in
essay corest gonsored by tf
Armenian &nocide Commem
rative Committee of Merrima
Valley.

* * %

Special thanks to Miche
Boloian, Paul Demoorjian a
John Dagdigian for their countle
hours they spent maintaining
church grounds.

* % %

Congratulations  to the
proud grandparents John
Violet Dagdigian and paret
Michael and Kelly Dagdigian ¢
the birth of their daught
Gabrielle.

Congratulations i
grandmother Selma Apovian ¢
parents Todd and Lara Kopo)
on the birth of their twins, Ada
James andTaline Rose, Be
wishes and best of health.

* *x %

21N
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I would like to extend
sincere thanks to all St. Greg
parishioners and friends for th
cards, phone calls and Vi
during my iliness.

Ann Apovia

* % %

Der Hayr & Board c
Trustees express their heartfel
thanks to the Jaffarian Brothe
Gary & Mark for replacing tt
church's existing car with ne
2011 Toyota CamryMay Goc
bless them their families, anc
grant them healthy and succes
life.

* k %

20107 2011 was a ve
productive ad successful year 1
St. Gregory Armenian and Sunt
school. The staff and thdirectol
have been getting ready for t
start of the 2011 2012 schoc
year. Please note that there wil
an open house and registra
held on Sunday, September
2011, starting at 10:30ar
Information will be given out .
this time as well aan opportunit
for students to meet with th
teachers and no formal clas
that day. There will be lig
refreshments served.

The first official day @
Armenian and Sunday lscol will
be Sunday, September 25, 2(
Armenian  school starts
10:00am and Sunday school
10:45 am. Enjoy the rest of f
summer and we look forward
seeing all returning and n
families on September 18
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A Message from Mr. Aram D.
Apkarian

Dear Der Hayr, Friends al
Extended Church Family,

On behalf of my family ar
myself, 1 would like to take
moment to personally extend
deepest  gratitude for  yc
kindness, love and care dur
and after my recent surgery.

So many of you visitedne ir
the hospital, sent cards and ca
or emailed daily, to be updated
my progress.

It meant so much to know y
were all thinking of me and
really helped to make me fi
better. It will be a lon
recuperation, but, with my de
faith and positie outlook, | hop
to be back at church
September.

We could not have go
through any of this without yo
prayers and support.

With love and friendship,
Aram Der Apkarian

Helpful Hints by Aram Der Apkarian

1. Polish Diamonds Drop one

Efferdent tablet in a glass of
water and immerse diamond for Z
minutes.

Azaleas:Water occasionally with
2 Tablespoons of white vinegar ir|
1 QT of water.

Dentures: Clean with white

vinegar overnight, then brush off
tartar.

Hiccups: Mix 2 tsp. of apple
cider vinegar in 1 cup warm
water.

Thread A Needle Dip end of

thread in clear nail polish, let dry,
and thread.

Constipation: Before breakfast,
drink 4 Tablespoons ofemon

juice in warm water.




Pages of 28

Aghavni i June 201:

Blessed are the ArmeniarChurch Babies

by Tom Vartabet&n

Let us offer asimple bu
casual prayer to our futt
generation.

ABl essed a
who exercise their lun
each Sunday in o
Armenian churches. Wh
weoldr e at i
comfort the ears of tho
who stand and pray witt
proximity.o

| haveheard it said th
babies are angels whi
wings grow shorter as th
legs grow longer. Ironic .
this may appear, t
Merrimack Valley cities ¢
Haverhill, Chelmsford ar
North Andover all hav
young pastors with youl
children. So young a
beautful in fact that if eye
are drifting from the altar
admire the beauty of su
children before us, G
might understand.

In North Andover, o
came Der Kareki
Bedourian a year ago to
Gregory Church, bringir
with him his Yeretsgec
Sevan. The two elcomed
child named Megheti to t
family and seldom does ¢
miss a Badarak, right the
in the first pew with he
mom. When her dad cha
a sharagan or delivers
sermon, the infant tak
notice. Her arms rea
forward and out comes
cacophony of sauds the
only a émonthold coulc
make. But more often th
not, this child is conte
simply to look, listen ar

become mesmerized by
surroundings and attenti
she might receive fro
other pewdwellers. De
Karekin would not have i
any other way, liag the
dutiful dad that he is. Seei
his daughter before him
stimulating, he says. Ev
the sermons tend to be m

spirited, k
there taking in th
monologue. A baby

church is a breath of fre
air. It denotes a healt
presence, a Vvilidy that
promotes new life. Often,
becomes an infusion. Out
it comes a potential activi
maybe a deacon, trus
member, or your next prie
It all starts from a genesis
| recall once when ti
late Der Vartan Kassabi
was the Pastor at
Gregory Church. An infar

seemed to be overly vou
during Badarak, causing 1
mother to scramble from t
seat and hightail it out t
door. Just then, the pri
interrupted his sermon a
caught the woman in t
tracks. iDege
i Pl e as e socasty ¢
leaving the church wi
your daughter. She F
every right
enamored by such sound:
Godds house.
my ears. Let her cry. Soi
day they shall be tears
happiness. ol
that from the good shepht
Vartan. Hehad a standir
rule in his church. Bring ¢
the babies and let the
develop accordingl
Removing them is not
option.
The other day at

genocide commemoration

my city of Haverhill, I wa
introduced to 8 monthold
Mari, who reste
comfortable in he arms ¢
her mother Lusine whi
Der Vart Gyozalia
conducted his memor
service at Church of H
Pointe. The child glanc:
over the crowd with eyes
big as plums and show
her approval with a smil
Though | do not attend tt
church, | learned fro
ot her s that-
stealer when she makes
entrance each Sunday.
doubt the new pastor here
also mesmerized by |
daughterds \
front pew as she takes
baby steps in the Armenia
Church.

At Sts. Vartanan
Church in Chehsford,

(Cont i



